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Special-needs dogs need us all

January 2003

This beautiful Husky was shot in the left hind leg by some subhuman monster. Our vet did the best he could trying to
repair her knee (shattered by a .22 caliber bullet) and her thigh bone (broken by the impact of the bullet hitting her
knee). Frosty (as we've named her) will spend many, many more weeks in a confined indoor kennel with frequent walks
on leash throughout the day to the Big Play Yard. She will probably never regain full use of her wounded leg, for
which our vet did everything he could to avoid amputation. The man who found this poor dog tried to comfort her for a
few days before he finally called us. He knew her leg was terribly infected but couldn't afford to take her to a vet. We
will care for her until some special family adopts her, and if no one ever adopts Frosty (because she is disabled with a
gimpy leg), we will care for her at Straydog (our Happy Home for Strays) for the rest of her life.



We consider as family members
all dogs we rescue, rehabillitate
and seek to find good homes for

December 25, 2002
Dear Friends,

Family first is a very simple concept which has probably kept the human race (and
many other species) in existence for hundreds of thousands (if not millions) of years. It
doesn’t always seem fair, but it works. It's a mindset that most human families have
about their family members, and it's a mindset that millions of human families have
about their pets.

Unfortunately there are also millions of humans who tragically do not have this
mindset (or attitude) toward their pets. (Many of these same people do not have this
feeling toward their own family members--an equally tragic situation.)

We really don’t have to spend a whole lot of words on this subject. The vast
majority of those of you who are reading this are in the first group--those who treat
their pets as family members. No matter how much we write about it, words alone are
probably not going to change the mindset (or attitude) of those who do not treat
their pets as family members.

Hopefully those of us who do believe in the family first concept and who also
believe that our pets are members of our families will be able to influence the mindsets
and attitudes of the others by our example, by the way we treat our pets (and other
family members).

Needless to say maintaining the good health and well-being of the 65+ dogs
(especially the special-needs dogs) currently in our extended family at Straydog (our
Happy Home for Strays) is very expensive, and we again ask for your financial and
moral support. We thank you all very much!

Sincerely,

Pat and Bill Arnold





