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April 14, 2009

Th ank you for direct contributions to Morton Vet Clinic reducing our bill by $1,822.

Thank you for increasing our Daily Operating Fund to + 4 weeks ahead of expenses.

Unfortunately,

Contributions are Down 40%

for the period
January 1 - April 14, 2009
compared to the same period

January 1 - April 14, 2008

Dear Friends of Straydog,

We greatly appreciate your recent donations in response to our March 2009 Straydog Newsletter.
There is really no way we can thank you enough. Knowing you are still with us, supporting
Straydog in what may be difficult times for you as well, gives us a deep feeling of gratitude. As
we open your letters containing contributions, tears often well up in our eyes as we read your
kind notes of encouragement and ongoing support.

This downturn in the economy has everyone greatly worried (to say the least), and we're all afraid
that shelter dogs are in the most precarious position during times like these. Many in our society



will deem the helpless and homeless the first to be expendable, and that terrifies us.

The dogs at Straydog don't know yet that there is quite possibly tremendous peril just ahead.
They're still getting their meals, their veterinary care, their daily one-on-one caregiving periods
from our dedicated crew, their walks to and playtime in the park, their clean kennels with good
sturdy dog houses inside of small sturdy shelter buildings--none with heat or air-conditioning.
But daily we are keeping up with the national financial news, and we're constantly looking for
ways to reduce expenses and ways to try to raise more funding for Straydog. Let us hope and
pray that we all make it through this financial crisis!

You who believe in Straydog and in our mission (as first defined by Pat Arnold in the early 1990s)
are among a small percentage of the people of the world who believe as Pat Arnold did, that each
dog who is fortunate enough to be rescued will be cared for like a member of our family. The
"family first" philosophy that holds our world together and has for thousands and thousands of
years has been expanded in Straydog's philosophy to include dogs (and other pets).

Many have labeled us crazy and/or stupid for undertaking a seemingly futile endeavor such as
ours. We at Straydog and other no-kill shelters spend so much money, time and effort to give a
good, decent life to such a relatively small number of helpless animals while the vast majority of
humans allow and condone the killing of tens of thousands of other young, strong, wonderful,
creatures of God, who from their conception to their premature deaths (often as mere babies)
never even have a chance. As we've mentioned many times before, whenever this bit of logic was
pointed out to Pat Arnold, she would simply point to a new rescue, who perhaps had just been
pulled to safety from the brink of death, and Pat would say, "But what about this one? My
concern right now is the well-being of this poor dog." There was no way to try to persuade Pat to
change her path. She knew she was on the right path. And we continue along the same path
today, following in Pat's footsteps. If everyone were to follow this path, we would solve the
overpopulation problem very quickly. We will not vary from our course.

We thank you again very, very, very much for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Bill and Juana Arnold
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Big Pup Duncan

~

April 2008 - Duncan was rescued near Straydog property along the roadside.
He was too weak for shots at his first vet visit, but soon grew stronger.

Duncan, an Irish Wolfhound mix, was found as a young pup on a rural road near Straydog in the
spring of 2008. He grew and grew into a very big pup! Although Pup Duncan is under a year old, we
could tell by his gate that something was not quite right with his legs. Our vet x-rayed Duncan and
found that he has severe congenital hip problems. We thank Larry Powell, the rescue blog columnist
(www.readlarrypowell.com) who did a Valentine's fund raiser for Duncan. Enough funds were raised
to have Duncan's first surgery done.

Big Pup Duncan is recovering very well, and when his leg is fully healed, we will schedule the
second surgery if the vet thinks it necessary. We thank you friends and contributors for your
continued donations to help cover the costs of surgeries and vet visits and all the other needs we have
for our doggies. We appreciate you very much.

LEFT: Feb. 2009 Duncan has grown into a big happy fellow!
CENTER: Duncan lies on the floor of the waiting room at Morton Clinic before they take him back for his first $ 1,200 surgery.
RIGHT: Big Pup gets reassurance from Vet Tech Vicki.
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